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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Application of: Tom K. Wentzel. et al . Art Unit: 3761 

Serial No. : 10/032,383 
Filed: December 21, 2001 

Fo?:"S?SpSSa^LE^Ab1o^ENT ARTICLE HAVING ONE PIECE MECHANICAL 

FASTENING SYSTEM 
Examiner: Michele Kidwell 

April 26, 2006 
J4JMENPED APPEAL BRIEF 

This is an appeal from the final rejection of the claims 
pending in the above -identified application as set forth in the 
final Office action dated September 8. 2005. A Notice of 
Appeal was filed on December 8, 2005. 

This Amended Appeal Brief is being submitted in response 
to the Notification of Non-Complaint Appeal Brief dated April 
17, 2006. Each of the deficiencies raised by the Examiner it; 
addressed herein. In addition, appellants have placed the 
Claim Appendix, the Evidence Appendix, and the Related 
Proceeding Appendix in accordance with M.P.E.P. §1205.02. 
Accordingly, the Brief is submitted to be in proper form. 

I. RBAL PART^ IN INTEREST 

The real party in interest in connection with the present 
appeal is Kimberly-Clark Worldwide, Inc. of 401 N. Lake Street, 
Neenah. Wisconsin 54 957-034 9, a corporation of the state of 
Delaware, owner of a 100 percent interest in the pending 
application. 


1 


PA(£SI30'R(»rDATSm64:57:19PM (Eastern Daylight Tiinel'SVR:^^^ 


HAY-01-2006 HON 04:01_PM SENNIGER POWERS LEAVIH FAX NO. 3145881357 P. 

KCC 4843 (K-C 15,400) 
PATENT 

II. RELATED APPEAIiS AND INTERF ERENCES 

Appellant is unaware of any pending appeals or 
interferences which may be related to, directly affect or be 
directly affected by, or have a bearing on, the Board's 
decision in the pending appeal. 

III. STATUS OP CLAIMS 

Claims 3-5, 7-9, 11-16, 20, 26, 28-31, 33, 35, 52-55 and 
62 are currently pending for consideration in the application. 
Claims 1, 6, 10, 23, 34, 36 and 57-60 and 65 have been 
cancelled and claims 2, 17-19, 21, 22, 24, 25, 27, 32, 37-51, 
56, 61, 63 and 64 stand withdrawn from coneideration . A copy 
of the pending claims appears in the Claims Appendix of this 
Brief . 

Claims 3-5. 11-14, 16, 20, 26, 28, 29, 31, 33, 52-55 and 
62 Stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102 (b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. patent No. 5,386,595 (Kuen et al . ) . Claims 7-9, 15, 30 
and 35 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) as being obvious 

in view of Kuen et al. 

The rejections of claims 7-9, 11-16, 26, 28-31, 33. 35 and 

55 are being appealed. 

IV. STATUS OF l^MEMDMENTS 

Appellants filed an Amendment F and Response to Final 
Office Action dated October 31. 2005, the amendments therein 
not being entered pursuant to the Advisory Action dated 
November 21, 2005. 

Appellants also filed an Amendment G After Final on 
December 15, 2005 to cancel claims 63 and 37-51, which depend 
from claim 63, as being drawn to a non-elected species. The 
Amendment G also sought to cancel claims 52 and 62 and add new 
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claims 66 and 67 corresponding to claims 11 and 7 (which depend 
from claim 52), respectively, rewritten in independent form for 
the purpose of appeal. Additional claims were amended to 
depend from the new claims. The Examiner again refused to 
enter the amendments per the Advisory action dated January 19, 
2006. Accordingly, the claims as referred to herein are in the 
form considered in the final Office action dated September 8, 
2005. 

V, STOOtRRY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

The following euramary correlates claim elements to 
specific embodiments described in the application 
specification, but does not in any manner limit claim 
interpretation. Rather, the following summary is provided only 
to facilitate the Board's understanding of the subject mattei- 

of this appeal . 

With reference to the present specification and drawingsi, 
in one aspect the claimed subject matter is directed generally 
to a disposable absorbent article such as a diaper 1 or othei: 
disposable absorbent article. The absorbent article i 
comprises a first waist region, a second waist region and an 
intermediate or crotch region extending longitudinally between 
the first and second waist regions. Page 8, lines 17-19. Tlie 
absorbent article 1 is foldable generally within the crotch 
region to configure the article with the first waist region in 
generally opposed relationship with the second waist region ^as 
illustrated in Pig. 2. The article l has an outer cover 17 
(see page 9, line 13 - page 10, line 27) and at least one 
fastener (for example, fasteners 20 in Pig. 2 or single 
fastener 20 in Fig. 4). Page 15, line 6 - page 16, line 2; 
Page 18, lines 8-13. The at least one fastener 20 comprises a 
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single piece of flexible material having an anchor end 77 (see. 
e.g., Fig. 2), a user end 79 opposite the anchor end, and an 
active fastening surface 13 extending continuously thereon. 
Page 16, lines 3-10; Page 16, line 29 - page 17, line 7, Fig. 
2. At least a portion of the active fastening surface 13 is 
located generally at the anchor end 77 on the fastener 20 fox 
anchoring to the article generally at the first waist region 
and at least one other portion of the active fastening surface 
13 is located generally at the user end 69 on the fastener 20 
for fastening to the article generally at the second waist 
region to secure the article on a wearer. Page 16, line 29 -- 
page 17, line 3. The active fastening surface 13 is 
substantially covered by an active fastening material, the 
portion at the anchor end 77 configured to have a first sheaj: 
strength (e.g., when attached to the first waist region of the 
article) and the portion at the user end 79 configured to have 
a second shear strength (e.g., when attached to the second 
waist region) . the first shear strength being greater than tlie 
second shear strength. Page 18, line 28 - Page 19, line 28; 
Page 23, line 17 - Page 24, line 7. 

In another aspect, landing material (e.g. panels 23 
illustrated in Fig. 3) generally at the first waist region to 
which the active fastening surface 13 of the at least one 
fastener 20 fastens and additional landing material (e.g. 
additional panels 23) located generally at the second waist 
region to which the active fastening surface of the at least 
one fastener also fastens to secure the article on a wearer. 
Page 17, line 21 - Page 18, line 7. The active fastening 
surface 13 of the at least one fastener 20 is covered 
substantially in entirety by an active fastening material 
different than the landing material 23. In particular, the 
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active fastening material conipriseB one of a plurality of hooks 
and a plurality of loops, and the landing material comprises 
t;he other of a plurality of hooks and a plurality of loops. 
Id. 

VI. GROTTOPS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAIi 

A. Appellants appeal the rejection of claims 11-14. 16, 
26. 28. 29, 31, 33, and 55 under 35 U.S.C. §102 (b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,386,595 (Kuen et al , ) . 

B. Appellants appeal the rejection of claims 7-9, 15, 30 
and 35 under 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) as being obvious in view of U.S. 
Patent Mo. 5,386,595 (Kuen et al.). 

VII. ARGUMENT 

A. Claims 11-14, 16, 26, 28, 29, 31, 33 and 55 are 
vmanticipated by and patentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,386,5J5 
(Kuen et al * ) . 

Claims 26, 28. 29, 31. 33, and 55 

Claim 55 is directed to a disposable absorbent article 

con^rising: 

a first waist region; 
a second waist region; 

a crotch region extending longitudinally between the first 
and second waist regions, the absorbent article being foldable 
generally within the crotch region to configure said article 
with the first waist region in generally opposed relation&hip 
with said second waist region; 

an outer cover; and 

at least one fastener comprising a single piece of 
flexible material having an anchor end, a user end opposite the 
anchor end, and an active fastening surface extending 
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continuously thereon, at least a portion of the active 
fastening surface being located generally at the anchor end on 
the fastener for anchoring to said article generally at said 
first waist region and at least one other portion of the active 
fastening material being located generally at the user end on 
the fastener for fastening to said ^rticle generally at said 
second waist region to secure said article on a wearer, tihe 
active fastening surface being substantially covered by an 
active fastening material, the portion at the anchor end 
configured to have a first shear strength and the portion at 
the user end configured to have a second shear strength, the 
first shear strength being greater; than the second Bh<»ar 
strength . 

As described in the present specification, the fastener is 
first attached at its anchor end to th|e first waist region 
(e.g., the back waist region) of the cibsorbent article. With 
the anchor end attached to the first waist region, the user end 
of the single piece fastener is pulled toward the second waist 
region (e.g., the front waist region) of the absorbent article 
to snugly fit the article about the wearer's waist. The user 
end of the fastener is then attached to the second waist region 
to secure the article on the wearer. iSee page 19, lines 17-:;l. 

However, pulling on the user end -of the single piece 
fastener in this manner creates a greater stress tension on i:hB 
attached anchor end than on the user end. To prevent the 
anchor end of the fastener from peeling away and detaching from 
the second waist region, the anchor end may need to provide 
greater shear strength at its attachment with the article. 
Page 19, lines 21-27. The present specification thus makes 
clear that 1) the anchor end and user! end of the fastener ar.; 
on the same single piece of material that extends from the 
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first waist region to the second waist region; 2) the "shear 
strength" of the respective anchor end and user end as recited 
in claim 55 refers to the shear strength of the attachment 
between the anchor end and the first waist region of the 
article and between the user end and the second waist region of 
the article, respectively; and 3) that the shear strength 
provided by the anchor end of the fastener is greater than the 
shear strength provided by the user end of the fastener. 

To anticipate the claimed subject matter, a single cited 
reference must disclose, explicitly or inherently, each and 
every element of the claim. ^ Appellants eubmit that Kuen et 
al. fail to disclose or otherwise even suggest a disposable 
absorbent article that has a single piece fastener having a 
continuously extending active fastening surface, an anchor end 
and a user end, wherein the fastening surface at the anchor end 
is configured to have a first shear strength and the fastening 
surface at the user «nd is configured to have a second shear 
strength with the first shear strength being greater than the 
second shear strength. 

Kuen et al . disclose (with respect to Fig. 7 thereof, an 
relied upon by the Examiner) a garment (70) having a garment 
attachment system. In the embodiment illustrated in Fig- 7, 
the garment attachment system includes two front hook pacchejs 
(72A, 72B) secured to the front waist region of the garment «ind 
two back hook patches (74A, 74B) secured to the back waist 
region of the garment. A pair of strap members (76A, 76B) eiich 
have a looped material face (78) and a uniform width, for 
example, of 1 in. Column 14, lines 42-43 and lines 37-39. [n 


^ M.P.E.P. §2131 citing Verdeffaal Bros. v. uaioa oil Co. of 
California. 814 F.2d 628. 631, 2 USPQ2d 1051. 1053 (Fed. Cir. 19B7). 
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use, the opposite ends of each strap (76A, 76B) are 
respectively attached to the hook patches at the front and back 
waist regions to secure the garment on the wearer. 

Kuen et al. fail to disclose that the strap (e.g., strap 
76A} has an anchor end configured to have a first sh^sar 
strength and a user end configured to have a second sh.^ar 
strength wherein the first shear strength is greater than the 
second shear strength. In particular, Kuen et al . disclose 
(not only in the embodiment of Fig. 7, but in every einbodimant 
of the reference) that the strap {76A) is constructed the s.ame 
at both longitudinal ends. For example, in the embodiment of 
Pig. 7, the loop material is the same at both ends of the strap 
(76A). in the embodiments of Figs. 1 and 8, the hook material 
is the same size and configuration at both ends of the strap, 
see, e.g., column 10, lines 34-47 in which Kuen et al. teach 
that hook patches (56) at both ends of the strap secure to both 
attachment pads (42, 44, e.g., at the respective front and back 
waist regions of the garment) with the same total shear forco. 

Accordingly, the shear strength provided by the attachment 
of one end of the strap (76A) to the back waist region of th.a 
article is the same as the shear strength provided by the 
attachment of the opposite end of the strap to the front wai:3t 
region. As such, the strap of Kuen et al . cannot have an 
anchor end and a user end with the shear strength provided by 
the anchor end upon attachment to the first waist region 
greater than the shear strength provided by the user end upoa 
attachment to the second waist region as recited in claim 55. 

In rejecting claim 55, the final Office action takes the 
position (at pages 5 and 6) that the garment of Kuen et al . 
must be identical to the absorbent article of claim 55 (e.g., 
the anchor end providing a shear strength greater than that of 
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the user end) because otherwise a user would not be able to 
remove the fastener from the garment without also removing the 
fastener itself. The final Office action further states that 
the surface area of the back of the fastener (characterized as 
the anchor end) is different from the surface on the front of 
the fastener (characterized as the user end) in that the user 
end of the fastener has a plurality of hooks joined thereto. 

The final Office action fails to make clear (e.g., using 
reference numbers, drawings and/or citing to passages of the 
specification of Kuen et al . ) what the Examiner is 
characterizing in Kuen et al. as the fastener, anchor end and 
user end recited in claim S5. While the final Office action 
asserts that each element of claim 55 is found in Kuen et al . , 
there is no explanation at all as to what elements of Kuen et 
al. the Examiner equates to the elements recited in claim 55. 
As best understood, however, in referring to Fig. 7 it appears 
that the Examiner is taking the position that the fasteners 72A 
or 74A are characterized as the single piece fastener recited 
in claim 55, with the back surface of the fastener (the surface 
that is adhered to the outer cover of the garment) defining an 
anchor end of the fastener and the hook surface (i.e., the 
hooks that face outward away from the garment, to which the 
straps 76A, 76B fasten) defining a user end of the fastener. 
The fasteners 72A, 74A are the only fastener members in Figure 
7 of Kuen et al. that have the hooks referred to by the 
Examiner, so it is assumed that is the fasteners 72A, 74A to 
which the Examiner is referring in rejecting claim 55. 

This characterization, however, cannot be correct. Claim 
55 particularly recites a single piece fastener that connects 
at its anchor end to the first waist region and at its opposite 
user end to the second waist region. The fasteners 72A, 74A in 
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Fig. 7 of Kuen et al . cannot be a single piece fastener that 
connects to both the front and back waist regions of the 
garment. Rather, each is positioned only at the front waist 
region or the back waist region but does not extend over both 
the front and back waist regions. Moreover, the term "ends" in 
claim 55 referring to the anchor end and user end (see, e.g., 
ends 77 and 79 in Figs. 2 and 3 of the present application) 
clearly refer to longitudinal ends of the fastener and not to 
front and back faces of the fastener as asserted by the 
Examiner. The only element of Kuen et al . that can be 
characterized as a single-piece fastener that connects to both 
the front and back waist regions is the strap (e.g., 76A, 76B) , 
However, as noted above, the strap is of the same construct icn 
at its opposite ends and therefore cannot provide the shear 
strength differential between its ends as recited in claim 5£.. 

For the above reasons, claim 55 is submitted to be 
unanticipated by and patentable over Kuen et al . 

Claims 26, 28, 29, 31, 33, and 35 depend either directly 
or indirectly from claim 55 and are submitted to be 
unanticipated by and patentable over Kuen et al. for the samei 
reasons as claim 55. 

Clairoa 11-14 and 16 

Claim 11 depends directly from independent claim 52 and 
together with all of the limitations from claim 52 is directed 
to a disposable absorbent article* comprising: 

a first waist region; 

a second waist region; 

a crotch region extending longitudinally between the first 
and second waist regions, the absorbent article being foldable 
generally within the crotch region to configure said article 

10 
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with the first waist region in generally opposed relationship 
with the second waist region; and 

at least one fastener comprising a single piece of 
flexible material having an active fastening surface extending 
continuously thereon, at least a portion of the active 
fastening surface being located on the fastener for anchoring 
to said article on landing material located generally at said 
first waist region and at least one other portion of the active 
fastening material being located on the fastener for fastening 
to said article on landing material located generally at said 
second waist region to secure said article on a wearer, the 

active fastening surface being covered substantially in 

entirety by an active fastening material different than said 
landing material, the active fastening material comprising one 
of a plurality of hooks and a plurality of loops, the landincj 
material comprising the other of a plurality of hooks and a 
plurality of loops, 

wherein the at least one fastener comprises an anchor end 
configured to provide a first shear strength and a user end 
configured to provide a second shear strength, the ends 
differing such that the first shear strength is greater than 
the second shear strength. 

Claim 11 is similar to claim 55, with the additional 

recitation of the landing material on the front and back wai.-st 

regions to which the at least one fastener attaches. 

Accordingly, claim 11 is submitted to be unanticipated by an.l 

patentable over Kuen et al. for substantially the same reasons 

as claim 5S. That is, Kuen et al. fail to show or othervise 

even suggest a single piece fastener having a continuously 

extending active fastening surface, an anchor end and a user 

end, wherein the fastening surface at the anchor end is 

11 
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configured to have a first shear strength and the fastening 
surface at the user end is configured to have a second shear 
strength with the first shear strength being greater than the 
second shear strength. 

Claims 12-14 and 16 depend directly or indirectly from 
claim 11 and are therefore submitted to be uanticipated by and 
patentable over Kuen et al. for the same reasons as claim 11. 

B Claims 7-9, 15, 30 and 35 are non-obvious in view of and 
patentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,386,595 (Kuen et al.) . 


Glaima 7-9 and 15 

Claim 7 depends directly from claim 52 and together with 
all of the limitations of claim 52 is directed to a disposable 
absorbent article comprising: 

a first waist region; 

a second waist region; 

a crotch region extending longitudinally between the first 
and second waist regions, the absorbent article being foldable 
generally within the crotch region to configure said article 
with the first waist region in generally opposed relationship 
with the second waist region; and 

at least one fastener comprising a single piece of 
flexible material having an active fastening surface extending 
continuously thereon, at least a portion of the active 
fastening surface being located on the fastener for anchoring 
to said article on landing material located generally at said 
first waist region and at least one other portion of the active 
fastening material being located on the fastener for fastening 
to said article on landing material located generally at said 
second waist region to secure said article on a wearer, the 
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active fastening surface being covered substantially entirely 
by an active fastening material different than said landing 
material, the active fastening material comp rising a plurality 
of hooka and the landing m a terial comprising a plurality of 
loops . (emphasis added) . 

Claim 7 is submitted to be non-obvious in view of and 
patentable over Kuen et al . in that Kuen et al . fail to show or 
suggest an absorbent article that includes a single piece 
fastener having a continuously extending active fastening 
surface in which a first portion of the fastener fastens to 
landing material located at a first waist region of the article 
and a second portion of the fastener fastens to landing 
material located a second waist region of the article, wherein 
the active fastening material comprises a plurality of hooks 
and the landing material comprises a plurality of loops. 

As acknowledged by the Examiner in her rejection of claxm 
7, Kuen et al. do not teach a single piece fastener that 
fastens to both the front and back waist regions of the article 
wherein the active fastening material of the fastener compri.-ses 
a plurality of hooks. See Page 7 of the final Office action. 
Instead, Kuen et al. disclose in Fig. 7 (as relied on by the 
Examiner) the active fastening material comprising a plurality 
of loops that cover the entire surface of the straps (76A, 
76B) . Moreover, Kuen et al disclose in the embodiments of 
Figs. 1 and 8 that the strap (e.g., straps 40A, 40B) may 
instead have hook patches 56 at the ends of the strap. The 
hook patches do not cover the entire active surface of the 
. strap. There is no suggestion fovmd anywhere in Kuen et al . 
for covering the entire active surface of the strap with hooks 
in the same manner as the loops in the embodiment of Fig. 7. 
This is because the strap and garment of Kuen et al. are 
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configured such that the active (e.g., inward facing) surface 
of the strap faces the wearer once the strap is attached to the 
garment. If the entire active surface of the strap were 
covered with hooks, the hooks along the portion of the strap 
between the front and back of the garment (e.g.. exposed to the 
wearer) would rub against and irritate the wearer. Thus, one 
would not be motivated by Kuen et al. to cover the entire 
active surface of the strap with a plurality of hooks as 
recited in claim 7 . 

For these reasons, claim 7 is submitted to be non-obvious 
in view of and patentable over Kuen et al . 

Claims 8-9 and 15 depend directly or indirectly from claim 
7 and are submitted to non- obvious in view of and patentable 
over Kuen et al. for the same reasons as claim 7. 


Claim 30 

Claim 3 0 depends directly or indirectly from claim 55 and 
is submitted to be non-obvious and patentable over Kuen et al. 
for the reasons set forth above in connection with the 
patentability of claim 55. 

Claim 35 

Claim 35 depends directly from claim 55 and further 
recites that the active fastening material comprises a 
plurality of hooks. In the final Office action, the Office 
rejects claim 35 for the same reasons that it rejected claim 7. 
In particular, the Office takes the position that Kuen et al . 
disclose the active fastening material as comprising a 
plurality of loops. Thus, the Examiner is characterizing the 
straps (76A, 76B) comprised of continuous loop material as the 
active fastening material. However, this position is contrary 
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to the position the Examiner took in rejecting claim 55 from 
which claim 35 depends. See pages 5 and 6 of the final Office 
action in which the Examiner takes the position (as best 
understood) that the fasteners (72A, 72B) having hooks thereon 
comprise the active fastening material. Appellants submit that 
in rejecting a dependent claim the Examiner cannot adapt a 
characterization of the prior art that is contrary to that 
asserted in rejecting an independent claim from which the 
dependent claim depends. 

In addition, claim 35 is further submitted to be non- 
obvious in view of and patentable over Kuen et al - for the same 
reasons set forth above in connection with claim 7 . 


VIII . CONCLUSION 

For the reasons stated above, appellants respectfully 
request that the Office's rejections of claims 7-9, 11-16, : 
28-31, 33, 35 and 55 be reversed. 

While no fee is believed due at this time, the 
commissioner is authorized to charge any fee due to Deposit 
Account No. 19-1345 in the name of Senniger, Powers. 


Respectfully submitted. 



Richard L. Bridge, Reg. No. 40,S29 
SENNIGER POWERS 

One Metropolitan Square, 16th Floor 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 
(314) 231-5400 


RLB/PEB/bcw 

VIA FACSIMILE (571) 273-8300 

15 


PAGE19/30'RCVDATSIll20064:S7:19ra[EastemDayfigt)tTiine]*SVR:USPTO{FXR^^^ 


HAY-01-2008 HON 04:05 PM SENNIGER POWEiffi LEAVITT FAX NO. 3145881357 


P. 


KCC 4843 (K-C 15,400) 

pate:nt 

CUVIMS APPENDIX 

3. The disposable absorbent article of claim 52, whereia 

said article is a diaper. 

4. The disposable absorbent article of claim 52, wherein 
the at least one fastener comprises one of a generally 
rectangular shape, square shape, circular shape, triangular 
shape, oval shape, linear shape and a combination thereof. 

5. The disposable absorbent article of claim 52, wherein 
the at least one fastener is generally rectangular in shape. 

7. The disposable absorbent article of claim 52, wherein 
the active fastening material comprises a plurality of hooks. 

8. The disposable absorbent article of claim 7, wherein 
the plurality of hooks are configured in rows of about 4 rowss 
of hooks/cm' to about 30 rows of hooks/cm^ independently in ac 
least one of the machine direction and the cross machine 
direction. 
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9. The disposable absorbent article of claim 7, wherein 
the plurality of hooks have a density of about 100 hooks/ cm' co 
about 750 hooks/cm^ independently in at least one of the 
machine direction and the cross machine direction. 

11. The disposable absorbent article of claim 52, wherein 
the at least one fastener comprises an anchor end configured to 
have a first shear strength and a user end configured to have a 
second shear strength, the ends differing such that first she^ar 
strength is greater than the second shear strength. 

12. The disposable absorbent article of claim 11, wher«!in 
the portion of active fastening material at the anchor end and 
the portion of the active fastening material at the user end 
have different surface areas corresponding to said first and 
second shear strengths. 

13. The disposable absorbent article of claim 12, wherein 
said first shear strength at the anchor end of the at least one 
fastener is greater than 3,000 grams tensile. 
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14. The disposable absorbent article of claim 12, wherein 
the surface area of active fastening material of the anchor end 
of the at least one fastener has a size about 3 times larger 
than the surface area of active fastening material of the user 
end* 

15, The disposable absorbent article of claim 12, wherein 
said second shear strength at the user end of the at least one 
fastener is greater than 2,000 grams tensile. 


16, The disposable absorbent article of claim 12 wherein 
the anchor end has a length of about 0.75 to about 1.25 inch€ts 
and a width of about 1.5 to about 4.0 inches, and wherein the 
user end has a width of about 0.75 to about 2*0 inches • 

20. The disposable absorbent article of claim 52, further 
comprising an outer cover, and wherein said landing material 
comprises an active landing material located on the outer 
cover . 
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26- The disposable absorbent article of claini 55, wherein 
the at least one fastener comprises an anchor end and a user 
end. 

28, The disposable absorbent article of claim 26, wherein 
the anchor end of the at least one fastener has a shear 
strength of greater than 3,000 granis tensile. 

29 • The disposable absorbent article of claim 26, wherein 
the anchor end of the at least one fastener has a length of 
about 0.75 to about 1.25 inches and a width of about 1.5 to 
about 4 . 0 inches . 

30, The disposable absorbent article of claim 26, wherein 
the user end of the at least one fastener has a shear strength 
of greater than 2,000 grams tensile. 

31. The disposable absorbent article of claim 26, wher€:in 
the user end of the at least one fastener has a width of about 
0.75 to about 2.0 inches. 
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33. The disposable absorbent 
said article is a diaper. 
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article of claim 55, wherein 


35. The disposable absorbent article of claim SS, wherein 
the active fastening material comprises a plurality of hooks. 


52. A disposable absorbent article comprising: 
a first waist region ; 
a second waist region; 

a crotch region extending longitudinally between the fiist 
and second waist regions, the absorbent article being foldabJe 
generally within the crotch region to configure said article 
with the first waist region in generally opposed relationshif. 
with the second waist region; and 

at least one fastener comprising a single piece of 
flexible material having an active fastening surface extending 
continuously thereon, at least a portion of the active 
fastening surface being located on the fastener for anchoring 
to said article on landing material located generally at said 
first waist region and at least one other portion of the active 
fastening material being located on the fastener for fasteniiig 
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to said article on landing material located generally at said 
second waist region to secure said article on a wearer, the 
active fastening surface being covered substantially in 
entirety by an active fastening material different than said 
landing material, the active fastening material comprising one 
of a plurality of hooks and a plurality of loops, the landing 
material comprising the other of a plurality of hooks and a 
plurality of loops - 


53. A disposable absorbent article as set forth in claim 
52 wherein said article has an inner surface adapted for 
contiguous relationship with the body of the wearer and an 
outer surface, the at least one fastener being adapted for 
anchoring to the outer surface of said article generally at 
said first waist region and for fastening to said outer surface 
at said second waist region to secure said article on the 
wearer . 

54 • A disposable absorbent article as set forth in claim 
52 further comprising a liner defining the inner surface of 
said article, an outer cover in opposed relationship with tho 
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liner and defining the outer surface o£ said article, and an 
absorbent core between the liner and the outer cover. 


S5. A disposable absorbent article comprising: 
a first waist region; 
a second waist region; 


m 


o 


m 

a crotch region extending longitudinally between the first 
and second waist regions, the absorbent article being foldable 
generally within the crotch region to configure said article 
with the first waist region in generally opposed relationship 
with second waist region; 

an outer cover; and 

at least one fastener comprising^ a single piece of 

flexible material having an anchor end, a user end opposite t.he 

anchor end, and an active fastening surface extending 

continuously thereon, at least a portion of the active 

fastening surface being located generl^lly at the anchor end on 

the fastener for anchoring to said article generally at said 

first waist region and at least one other portion of the active 

fastening material being located generally at the user end on 

the fastener for fastening to said ajBticle generally at said 

second waist region to secure said article on a wearer, the 
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active fastening surface being substantially covered by an 
active fastening material, the portion at the anchor end 
configured to have a first shear strength and the portion at 
the user end configured to have a second shear strength, the 
first shear strength being greater than the second shear 
strength* 

62, A disposable absorbent article having a longitudinal 
direction and a lateral direction, said article comprising: 
a first waist region; 
a second waist region; 

a crotch region extending longitudinally between the fiist 
and second waist regions, the absorbent article being foldable 
generally within the crotch region to configure said article 
with the first waist region in generally opposed relationship 
with the second waist region; and 

at least one fastener comprising a single piece of 

flexible material having an active fastening surface extending 

continuously thereon, at least a portion of the active 

fastening surface being located on the fastener for fastening! 

to said article on landing material located generally at said 

first waist region and at least one other portion of the active 

fastening material being located on the fastener for fastening 
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to said article on landing material located generally at said 
second waist region to secure said article on a wearer, the 
active fastening surface comprising an active fastening 
material different than said landing material, the active 
fastening material comprising one of a plurality of hooks and a 
plurality of loops, the landing material comprising the other 
of a plurality of hooks and a plurality of loops, said 
fastening material being releasably engageable with the landing 
material of the article. 
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None. 
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REI4ATED PROCEEDINGS APPENDIX 

None ♦ 
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